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WHO FIRED IT?

We Mean “The Shot Heard
Round the World."

CONCORD VS, LEXINGTON.

The First Battle of the Revolution
Being Fought Again.

DID PARKER'S MEN RETURN THE FIRE?

The Lexington Massacre and
the Concord Fight.

Bancroft and Washington Irving
Enlaurel Lexington.

Mr, Frederic Hudson Claims the

Honor for Coneord,

MR. G. W. CURTIS CROWNS BOTH.

Opinions of the Oldest Inhabitants of the
Two Towns,

%

INTERESTING SKETCH OF CONCORD,

A Leeture by Dr. Storrs on the Great Open-
ing of the Bevolution.

BosTtox, April 15, 1875,

The rival celebrations of Comoord and Lexing-
ton are based upon the ldea of each town that the
War began witoln its limiie. . This point being in
dispute, 1 called to-day upon some of the leading
titizens to ascertain thelr views inregard to the
matter atlssue.

WHAT MR. CHARLES HUDSON BAYS,

The firet person to whom 1 spoke was Mr,
Charles Hudson, of Lexington, a very prominent
an, and the historlan of thas place.

Mr. Hudson sald that upon oue point—viz., that
e Orac blood shed on the 10tk of April, 1175, was
In Lexington—there was no dispute. He sald
be beheved, however, that Concord clalmed that
the voller fired by the Briush on Lexington
rommon was not returned. Thls was o mistake,
There is ample testimony to show that the fire on
that day was retorned. Eljah Sanderson made
put the case very clearly in 1827, and it seems
reasonavly cerialn that Pltealrn's boTse was
wounded by one of the shots irom the retreating
pairiota.  Not only did Solomon Brown repeatedly
fre at them irom Buckman's Tavern, but many
biher shots were also Orsd,

WHAT MR MUZIY SAYS,

Alter conversing with Mr. Hudsoa I spoke to
Mr. Mugzy, onc of the encyclopmedias of the town,
wbo merely langhed very heartily at the idea that
there could be any dispuia ln regard to the point,
Ho sald the first blood shed between the British
And the armed Americans was ahed at Lexington.

WHAT MR JAMES O, MELVIN SAYS,

Bubsequently I conversed with AMr. James C.
Melvin, of Concord, on the same subject.

Mr. Melvin drew & very funny pleture of the
devices of the Lexiogton people to secure for
themseives the chblef glory of the 19th of April,

pussed on the road, aod also was {nformed thats
nomber of the regular troops were on thelr march
from Bostou, 1o order 10 16k the Provinos stores
at Coocord, ordered. our militia to meet
on the common In smd Lexington to
consult what to do, aod concluded not to
be discovered nor meddie or make with spld reg-
ular troops, I they should approach, unless they
stould jnsuit or molest us, and npon tieir sudden
approsgh 1 Immedintely orderea cur milltia to
dlsperse and nol to fire, 4
Jmmediately sald troops made thelr appear-
auce, and, rushing turiously, fred upon and Killed
elght of our party, without recelving any provo-
cailon therelor irom ua, JOHN PARKER.

What was done in Concord? 1 send you the
afMdavit of Colonel Bnﬂau‘ l‘ll'hlth Bpeaks for
"iger Ir

1aeelli— + i
COLONEL BARRETT'¢he (W IDAVIT,
Lex * WioN, April 23, 1776

| 3" wes Barrett, of Con!'id, colonel of & regle
ment of militla in the cuanty of Mldalesex, do
testify and say that on Wednesday morning last,
about daybreak, | was In‘ormed of the approach
of a nomber of tbe regular troops to the town of
Concord, wherg were some wmaguazines belonging
to this Province. When there wus asspmbled some
of the militia of this and the neighboring towns, I
ordered them to march to the North Bridge, so-
called, which they bad passed and were takiog up.
1 ordered sald milltia to march to suld bridge and
pass tne same, but pot to fire on the King'd
troops unless they were first fired upon.
We advasced near sald bridge, when ihe
gaid  troops fired wupon ocur militta and
killed two men dead on the Bpot and wounded
geveral otners, which was the firs: firlng of guns
in ibe town of Concord, My detachment then re.
turned the fire, wihish Killed and wounded several
of the King's troops, JAMES BARRETT.

These sworn statements Wwerd made before &
committee of the Provinclal Congress specially
elected for the purpose. I do not wish to take one
tittle from the good and patriotic name ol Lex-
ington. Her sons were a8 gallaot and as brave as
the best in the Hevolatlon. Ihope she will huve

A BPLENDID TIME NEXT MONDAY,

My only purpos# is to Show you that wbat I have
detalied in the sketch of the Councord fight pre-
pared for Harper's Magazine, which yoa have 50
kindly notleed, are faots not to be controverted.

FREVDERIU HUDBON.

VIEWS OF GEORGE W' wLLIAM CURTIS.

As the guestion wbether neord or Lexington
can claim the honor of hav' ¢ fired the Arst snos
in the cause of American | -pendence s one of
pecullar Interest just now, ‘e writer souglt to
obtain the views of 8 man ) is pre-eminently
gualified to judge of the me 's of each claim,
being one of the profoundest of American scholars
and thipkers und one who has made the history
of his natlve country an especlal study—George
Wiullam Curtis. Mr, Curtis has been selected to
deliver she centennial oration in Concord on Mon-
day mext, aend would undoubledly devote
particalar asitention to the solutlon of this
vexing questlon—vexing Deécaoss 1t bas
kindisd & epirit of rivalry and jealousy which
the American patriot can only deplore. At least
this s the Hght in wbich the great savant looks at
1t. At the same time bis opinion Is one caleulated
40 restore peace and concord to Conecord and Lex-
ington by distributing the glory between both

FIRST BLOOD AT LEXINGTON.

Just now,

The above cuts, portraying the scenes at the openivg of the Revolutionary War, are illustrations of
Mr. Frederic Hudson's mteresting article lu Harper's Magazrine, The scene at Lexington 1s that at
the momens the Eritish regulars tred upon’ the dispersing militia under Parker; tbe sceme at the
Concord Hridge is at the instant the militia, under Colonel Barrett, returned the fire of tbhe British.
Whether Parker's men did or did not return ‘he fire 1s the guestion beiween Concord and Lexington

won, so that it 1s Concord, after all, which sub-
stantially carries off the honors of the day."”
M. QURTIS' AUTHORITIES.
Mr, Curtls pointed out that Mr. Hudson In

claimants. This view he does not express merely |
for the purpose of ending the dizagreeabls |
strife, but becsuse it is absolutely founded on bis-
torical facts., 4 3 Beecher, he answers, when |
asked whetner Concord or Lexington deserves
the wreatn »I nativoal glory, *No and yes," and
makes both eities happy ot the same time,

alr. Curts ll‘& student of the great wars which
bave renc this Continent, and It is gratlylng to

be able to state on his aurhority tbat the present
rivalry between the two birtbplaces of Awerican
liberty will not, in his opinion, resuit In Iratri.
cldal bloodshed, At the same time he bolds out
no delusive hope that the coniroversy will ever
be satisiactorily settied 50 as to merge future
celenrations of the great event into one. Concord
and discord are both to fourish ia the future, un.

and sala that Comccrd never claimead that the |

Arst blood shed in the Revolution was spiled in
that town. Undoubtediy elght pasiriotz were
Eillea by the British in Lexington before Davia
and Hosmer lost thelr lives as Concord Bridge.
WIHAT CONOORD CLAIMY,

It must be rememberad, however, tbat there
were masiacres by the Britlsh troops before the
massacre At Lexingion, though mone wers so

sflective lo arousing the American peopie. |
What Concord clalma is, that the firss armed re- |

BStADCe WAS MAGe In that town; that the fight gt | Bmerson  and
Concord North Sridge was the first time she Amer. |
ieans met the Britsh grenadiers in arms, aod, I mantelplece,

lesa the two cities clasp bands ncrosa ihe har- |
monizing and all-embracing opinlon of George
Willlam Cartls,

Mr. Curtis does most of his writing at his pretiy
residence in Bard avenuoe, New DBrighton. The |
house stands In & beautilully cuitivaied garden,
and Its interior is replete with all she evidences of
scnolarly taste and literary culture. The study is
to the right of the entrance, and there Mr, Curila
#at, sarrounded by his books and pictures, and
wielding that instrument which io his band s
certainly mightier than many & aword-—the pen.
The room is lterally walled with books, and the
familiar faces of Cnaries Sumner, Ralph Waldo

other distinguished triends
Mr. Cortls, looked down from the
on Wwhich & nomber of

consequensly, Toat 1bat battie, as glorious in fuselr  PUOtORTAPhs were arranged. Mr. Curus’ man.

umost as in its consequences, was \be sctoal be-
ginning of the War of the Revolation,

FREDERIC HUDSON'S OPINION.
Coxconp, Mass.,, April 16, 1878,
T0 TER EDITOR OF THE HERALD'--
1 see by the HERALD of this morning that yoa
bate some doudis o regard to whers the shot

|

ner 18 that of the polished, coartly geatleman of
the old school, and when requestea to embody
bis views tn a brisf letter to the HERALD, he im- |

| mediately wrote the following, in which be dis- |

was fired in April, 1575, which was “heard round

the world." It s wtrange that & jJournal so well
iormed on oll subjects should ave o single
doubt on tnis important evemt,
points In the progress of events on the 19th of
April, 1775, clearly ngtablunm Tom

| eord or Lexington can clalm the firat sbot im the

There are two .
| mamber, were drawn up Ia llue, and, refusing to

First—1hat ibe Coneurd fight, which opened |

the warof the Revolution, took place at the Old
North Bridge 1o Concord, a: hall-past nine o'clock
in the morning,

Second—=Tuat tho battle of Lexington, eo-called,
t0ok place alter ihe Briuah tind been driven out

of Concord, and at two o'¢lock In the alternoon, |

and oo the arrival of Uogh Peroy's reinforcoment
rom BDoston. The latter, In fact, was simply &
coatinuation of the Concord fight, but assumed
jarger military proportion by iucreased sirengtn
on both sides and the pr of ur:; of
artiliery with Percy's stoops.

Io your editorial remarks you ignore the claims
of Conoord and give all the glory to Lexington.
Thus seems 1o me

CNJTET TO CONQORD,

Thers is 0o doubt 1hat *oe Oréit American Llood
was sbed in Leximgton. There WAl n massacre
lere ‘1o the gray of the morning,"” but the frse
British blood was shed o voncord, sfd the first
eMictonl reststance to England was made fo that
town.

¥

TOR EVIDENCE,
I send you tne sworn statemens of Captaln
Parker 1o #he # you what was done in Lexington
on the arrival of the cnemy :—

JUHN PARKER'S AFFIDAVIT,
LEgixagyuy, April 25, 1773,
I, John Parker, of lawiul age, and commaundor
of the wiling o Letingiun, do testily and declare
‘.!. ou Lbe 10th Inst., 10 Lhe orulog, aoout oue
““ the clock, belog Ibiormed thAt vhere were
“£ANOOT Of 106 Feguiar cMcers ridiug up and down
& rOAd, Mopplag ABd 1nsiting peuple as they

poses of the question In his terse siyle:=
ML CURTIS' LETTER TO THR HENALD.

WEST Ngw Bnioutoy,
STATEN ISLAND, N. Y., Aprii 15, Y.}

To T Eorron oF THE HEBALD t=
Yon wish me to say whether I think that Con-

war of the Revolution,
At Lexiogton tue mliltls, sixty or seveaty in

dizperse at the British summons, were fired upoa
by the Bricish, at least €00 strong. Theno the
Americans were ordered to retire, and as they |
aid 80 A faw returoed the Britisn dre. At Concord
the Awericans resolved o cross the Oid North |
Bridge, which was held by the Britiab, ané were

advancing for that purpose wiean Lue Britieh fired. |
Theun the Americans were ordered to return the |
fire, which they did, and the British retreated.
The afeir at Concord was dellberate, Intentional,
organized resistance. At Lexington it wns a mas-
sacre, at Concord & battle, and the Americans
wers a8 wise In retiring &t Lexington as they |

| were la advanciog at Coneerd. Respectrally, |

| day we have Dad.

GEORCE WILLIAM CURTIS,
LEXINGTON TECEANIOALLY RIGHT, |
The expianations inoidsant to the writing of whis |
lester led to some preguant romarks by Mr. Curtla,
win general my uoderstanding of tbe iacie.” he
observed, ‘‘agrees with what of Mr. Frederio |
Hudaon, whose arttcle 1 bave read with great
pieasure, and who has undoubtediy furnished us
by iar the best account of Lhe greal events ol the
Ir 1 differ with bim, 1t is only o
o matter of detasl, namely, In the couviotion that
the Americuns did Are some straggling snots at
the Britiah at Lexington. Henoe, mithough the
patile actualily tovk pince at Concord, and tho en-
guunleér at Lexington was but o very Insignifcant |
affnir as compared to CD&f, the lstter place
must bo awarced the palin in the teocbnical Lssue |
a8 to whicn fired the first shot,  Of course, It was
merely & preilminary skiralsh, a prelode to the
bastie of Censord I WRICR the Drsy Vielery was

yours,

gpeaking of the skirmish at Lexington makes no
mention of the firing by the Americans. * Captain
Parker," thus Mr, Hudson concludes this portion
of his Intensely interesting narrative, *ihe com-
mander of the (American) miitia company,
ordered bis men to disperse and not to fre." He
omits to add that ia the teeth of this order they
did fire. Mr. Curtls sald that voth Richard’
Frothinghsam and Edward Everets, who were
very careful apd accurate suthorities, agreed
that there were scaiterlng shots from the Ameri-
cans. AMr, Cartls readily pointed out ihe pussages
{n both authors sliuding to this event. I1a his
oration at Lexington of the 20th of April, 1835,
Everett says:—“Uaptain Parker now fels the
pecessity of directing his men to disperse, bus it
was not until several of them bad returned ibe
British fire, snd some of them more than once,

| that his handfol of brave men were driven from

the feld.” And Richard Frothingham, in bis “His-
tory ol the Stege of Boston and of the Battles of
Lexington, Concord and Buaker Hill," says:—"A
few of the militia who had been wounded, or who
saW others killed or wounded by their side, no

| longer hesitated but returned the fire of the regu-

lars.”
AN INTERESTING NOTE,

And in & marginal note the nistoriam maym:—
«The contemporary evidence of this return fire Is
too positive to be set aside. In the counter man:
festo to Gage's prociamation, prepared in Jube,
1776, which was not publlshed at the time, It is
said that the British “in & most and
{nfamous maoner fired upon & small number of
tae inhabitants and croeily murdered elght men.
Toe fire Wae returned by some of the survivors,
but their number was too incouslderable to sn.
moy tho regular troops, who procecded on ibeir
errand, and upon commng op to Comoord,"
&c. 1 copy from MS. i Massachusetis archives.
Gordon, May 17, 1775, says that James Brown
{niormed bim thar, “belog got over the wall, and
seelng the soldiers five precty freely, he fired upon
them, and some otbers did the same.” Deposl-
ton No. 8,01 1775, 18 clear:—‘About five o'clock
fn the morning wo sttended the beat of our drum
and were formed on he parade. We were laced
toward the regulars then marcbing up to us, and
some of OUT COMPADY Were coming to the parade
with their backs toward itbe troops: and others
on the parade began to disperas, when the regu-
lars fired on the company belore & gun was fdred
by Any of our company on them." The great
point was as to who fired frat. Clark says:—*"So
far from firing fres upon the Klog's troops, upon
the most carelul inquiry it appears that but
very lew of our people fired at all, and
even they d:!d not fre till, alter wseing fired npon
by the troops, they were wounded tbemws|ves,™
&c. Pbinney's history contains the detsis, with
depositions, Which, a# to thes main lact, are sup-
ported by the authorisies of 1776, All the Brisish

accounts state that ibe fire Was reiuroed, or
1

ralter they state that it was pegun by the mulitia.
1nis last assertion, made in Gage's bandbll,
was contradioted. Much coniroversy took place
aouat if, and the Provinclal Congress' account
was prepared in reference to it As late as May
8, 1776, a London jJournal says:—"I¢ Is whispered
that tue Mumsiry are endsavoring to fix a eor-
talnty wolen party fired drat ot LeXington, before
bhostilities commenced, as the Congreas declare, If
It can be proved that American blood was flrat
shed, 1t will go a great way toward effecting a rec-
oucilistion with most javorable terms.’

Evea Willlam Gorden, the Drivsh bistorian,
#8578 10 bis account of the encounter:—“ladividu.
slé (meaving Americans), finding they were fired
upon tuough dispersing, had spint snough to

| $top and resurn the Gre." .

THE GARAT POINT,
“Ihe groat poiny ' remaiken Mr, Curtis, apro-

pos of these statements, *'1s that at Lexington the
Americans did not fire as a line, but slmply as 1n.
dividoals, while disperaing."

“But a8 lar as the bonors of the first shot are
concerned you award them to Lexingron 1"

“0n, It was praciically one affair,” Mr, Cartis re-
plied, with a deprecating smile; *“ihe British
troops cnly tarried twenty minutes at Lexington
and then marched on to Concord, where they foond
it was qoite 8 dilferent affair. Had It not been
for Concord the dary would bave marked & mas-
sacre If not a defeat of the Americans.”

And thaos Mr, Curtis, who was evidenily bora to
be a diplomatist, distributed the laurels equally be-
tween Doth mivals, adding, In & tone of good.
natored regret, “[i's really very disagreeabls that
there should be thus frictlon.!

“And do you not think the controveray will be
settled one of these days 1"

4Ob, mo,” Mr. Carus returned with a laugh;
‘seven cities claimed BHomer, and why should nos
two claim the frat shot in the War of Independ-
ence M

This question was unanswerable, and tne inter
view very suddenly collapsed.

WHAT THE HISTORIANS SAY.

In view of the comtroversy that has arisen
smong the several towns in Massachuseits mors
or less connected with toe honor of having “fired
the first alios that was beard around the worid," as
the peginning of the American Revolution, 1t way
be lnteresting to refer to contewporancous history
toocmng upon the sudbject. For exumpie, in
Irving's ‘‘Lite of Washington,” vol 1, pp. 430-431,
we fnd -

w

GTON IRVING'S ACCOUNT.

Ou the bt ol the 18tn of Aprh, 1798 Dr.
Warren sent off two mesSeoge:s, by different
routes, to give the slarm that the Eibg's troops
were swctually saliying forth. Toe messenge:s
ot out ol Boston just belore the oraer of

eneral Gage weat into ellecst Lo prevent uny ons
from ;eaving ihe LOwD., ADOUL the same (lme &
lsutern was DUug oul of an upper winduw of the
North Ccharen in the direcuon of Coarlestown.
Tuls was u preconoceried sigaal to the patriots ol
toat place, wio instantly despatcied sWilL mes-
sengers (0 foude ihe CoUDIry. ib ihe meantime

| patriots bad taa¢ nignt, tor Mr. Loogfellow has

closely followed by the Grenadiers. Pitcalrn rode
in frofit, and when within five or six roda of the
migate man, cried out:—“Disperie, ye villalos;
o rebels, disperseé: lay down Your arme: why
don's you lay down your arts and disperse’ The
main part ol the countrymen siood motionless
10 the ranks, wilnesses agoinst nggression, too |
few 1o resiat, too brave 10 dy. At this Pitesiro
discharged o pldiol, abd wWith a loud voies cried,
“iire | Ihe order was lnstantiy jollowed, frst
by G few guns, Which did oo execution, und then |
by & heavy. cluse and deadly diseharee of musketry. |
In the disparily of uumbers, the Comtaon was & |
fleld of murder, Bot of battle. Parker, therelors,
orvered nis mwen Lo disperse, ‘Thed, und pot wil
then, did alew of them, on their own impuise, |
retura the Hritsh fre. Thede random shots of
fugitives uor dying men did no harm, except thas |
Pricalrn's horse wad, perbiaps, grozed, sud o pris
vate in the Tenth Ught uuantry was toucbed |
sligntly In the leg. I

BOSTON, April 18, 1875,

The interest in the approsching Concord and
Lexipgton Centennial absorba every other wople,
and the outpouring of the peopie on Monday next
will be wpexampled. The statues of John Han-
cock and Jobn Adams, Lolb of woich are to be
unvelled at Lexington, will arrive in tme, Toat
of the former I8 below, on the Lrig J. L. Bowen,
and thav of the latter 19 on the Cunsrd steawer
Parthia, which 18 duoe to-morrow. The Marine
Bana arrived to-day on the United States steamer
Tallapoosa.

THE TOWN OF CONCORD.

CoNCORD, Mass,, April 14, 1875,
Concord 13 Indeed a pleasant town, apd though
Mr, James Russell Lowell hus sung of 1ts modern
population thag

—nowadays the uridge ain’t wat they show
So much ez Em’son, Hawihoroe and ‘fooreau,

it 1s the grandest village in all Americs in 1ts past
as well as [ts present. “Concord fight” bas given
It & hiscory which no other town cau justly claim,
and It bas, besides, maintained iwsell so well in
vearing 1ts proud pre-smipence that nobody wiil
deny that it 18 1o every way worthy of 118 history.
People wuo nage Leen soundiog the praises of
New Eogland have made 1t typical ol New England
towna in general; but the truth 8 1tis gs much un-
like the manufacturing villages aa the adobe bam-
leta of New Mexico. In the lactory towns the
bouses nre not bullt in streets, but sei up In rows,
Une dwelling 18 as much like goother as the
vrosher tenpius in a bowllpg alley, Ju Concord
each bouse bLetrays the taste of 1ts owner, and

nearly every owelilng  has s tradi-
tiond aupd ita story. Comiog into the vil-
lage by the Lexington roag—the way

the grenadiers came in 1773—the drst bulld-
log of note 18 the Wayslde School iothe house
built by Howthorne when he determined to desert
the Old Manss, It 18 8 wooden structure, two sto-
ries In beight, and 18 sarmounted by a little box
overlooking toe rool in waolch the sky romancist
bad nis study. This box was uccessible ouly by &
trap, upon wnich the novellst placed his llorary
chalr, and, by thus keeplog toe world as bay, Jus-
tifled the lines of the poet lo which he 1s described
a3 ope
——with genius so shrinking and rare

Thnth:ou hardly at Orst see Lbe sirength that la
thére.

A little further on and sull nearer the vitlage ia
Alcout’s residence, the home also of his two
guited daognters. It 19 ao cold bouse, nemieclied
in appearance, but surrounded by ampie grounds,
which are capable of belng made very lovely in
the springtime and sominer. A rusiic lence, now
also mueh in decay, buils of pige and cedar
pranches, gathered irom the nelguboring thickets
and woven togetner by Mr. Alcott’s own hands,
encioses the grounds and separstes them from
the street. Across the way and snll a littie
pearer the village, just before the turn of tbe
rond and the ridge, woich forms the buckgroend
of 4!l this pleture, reveals the mors rhckly set-
tled part of the town, Is the dwelling of Ralpn
Waldo Emerson, 1t 18 & square bouse, without
pretensions, and lacks charms of*any kind
in 1ts situntion and surroundings., The ground
on which it stauds 18 low and almost murshy, and

it a8 LAve the others to lend 1t pleturesgueness,
Then comes the village proper, huggiog the hill on
the north and east and kissing the river to the

the road, exténdiug 1rom a point oppodiie the old
graveyard, which fofms the centre of the nage,
aliposts in the direction of the old Soutn Bridge,
neid by s company of British grenadiers April 19,
1775, wolle tpeir comrades were belog beaten a
mile below. On this street s wbe house where
nexs Sunday President Graat, like Hosea Biglow,

1d to go
—fi-Vis18I0" the Judge,
Woose garding whispers with the river’'s edge.

Near to Judge Hoar's 18 the rural retreat of Mr.

10 the Unised States' 13 a proud monament to his
| own wsculevements In the Journaiistic projes-
slop, Thoreau, who was & recluse, ived iartner
away at Walden Pond, while near the North
Bridge, woere the firét batile of the Revolativn
took place ia the Old Manse, celebrated &s the
residence of the Rev, Willlam Emerson, the grand-

| shan treble ours.”

Colouel Smith, toe Britsh commander, set out on |
nis nocturoal marca irom Lechimere Foiot Ly an

poirequenied puth across marsoes, where at timea
the truops Bad to wade through water. He bad
procesdeda DUt & few miles wben sklarm guns,
uo tirvugh the night alr, snd tbhe claug ol
villuxe Dells showed LDRS Lne uews vl Dis approacn
was iravelling veiore nlm and Lthe peopls wers
rising. He now sent back 1o General Gage for
relni.reement, woue Major Piecarn was dee

L4Cnoa Wita HIX COMpANIes 1o Press (orward aud |

secure L@ bridee &t Conocurd.

Pitcalro sdvanced |

1apialy, C4PLUring every one that Le et of over. |
W

tovk, Within a 4bd o hall o Lexington,
nowever, & LOrSeman was too quick on tne spur
for im, und galloping to the viliage gnve the alurm
thiat fhe redcuAls Wwers comung. Lroms wers

beaten, guns Ored. By the lme thne Fitoalrn |

enteied toe village aboul seventy or eighiy of the |

yeomuury, o miltary Array., were musieced
ou the green, near tue churcu, It
s part ol te ‘Coustitutional Army," pledged
to reslit Ly loree &ny open nosulity of Britist
troops. Besides (hese tuére were & numouer ol
lookers-on armed snd unarmed. Tne svand of
drum kpd the WTAY Of MOy W Arms indicated »
nostuie demonstration. Piteasrn oalted s men

williti 8 SBOrt distanoe of the onuren, and ordered |

toetn o Prime and oad, They then adviuesd at
double quick ume, tne Major riding iorwacd 2od
ordering \he redeis, wa he lermed them, o uls
perse., Uther uificers ecnoed ius Words as they
mivanpced, “Disperse, ye vilmmns!" “Lay down
Jour simns, ye rebols, aud dispersel”  The
oraers were disregurded. A sceue of con-
sion  eusued, With friog on  Loth sldes;
wlieih pm'll!'l CoOmmences it has boen & matter or
dispute, toalrh  wiwavs  malutaioed  that,
Huulog the wmilibia would not disperss, be tdrocd
tu urder bls men L0 Araw out and surrouna tnem,
when he saw & OASR In the pan Irom Lhe
gounteyman posted behind & wai, aud aimoss
|nstantly the report ol two or three muskeis.

was |

un of s |

Theso he supposed 1o be from \he Americins, us |
his horss was wounded, a8 wus wwo & soidler |

ciose LY uim.  His troops rushea on and & promis-

‘ouuus Are twok piace, Luvigh, as pe deciareu, he |

mude repeated mgnals  witih his sword lor
his men S0 joroear. Tue flriug ot che
AMericans  WHs  lrregular aud  without

mucl enoct; Soat of the British was mors jatil}
@lgnt o1 The patriuis wero Kilied and ten wounded,
sud the wnoie pet to Qigot. The victors furmed
on tbhe Commun, flied s voiley, and gave 1hree
chsers Jor oud v toe most inglorions apd disds-
truus trivmpns ever acnieved oy Briush arma,

BAXCHOFI'S ACCOUNT.
in Bancroit's “History of the Unlted States,"
vol. Vil, pp. S94-204, the following version of the
same affair 1s given :—

I'be livat BlATS wers vlnllhuu[' from nieht when
the joremost pariy, led by Plieairn, & major of
marines, wis discovered advenoing quickly aud in
sience. Alarm guus were fired, wod the diums
pews, DOL & CRll tu viiage hustandimmen owiy,
Lue the revellle Lo numanicy. Less Lthau seventy
pertinps less than sixty vueyed tne SUMMOUS, nn.i
in SNt of bRl &Y many voys and unarmed wea
were pirdded 1B EWo runks & sWw T0ds nortn o1 Lhe
meellng house, * * * The Britisb vau, nearning the
drum and tue o m;nnl. halted 1o jouwd j (e Tee
muiniugd COmpanies cCAme UP, And AL BRIl an nour
volore BULEISS LLE ll'lmll nurried lerward
ot doubid quiol e b Bpea & un,

tather of the Cariyle of Concovd and the minister
pere in the Revolutionary era. Mr. Emerson

witpessed the battle batween the men whom his |

| grandson bas #o grandiy named the ‘‘embattied
| tarmers” and tnhe Briush grepadiers from sn
upper window of s nouss, which commanded a
view of both positions, and he testified In his
diaty that after too invader discharged bis first

shot e *‘was uneasy till the fre was retursed,”

though he kDew that “their numbers were more

THE PROVINCIAL PARADE GROUND
The epot overiooked by the boid and patriotie
Concord clergyman, sooh t0 become so famous in
bistory, 18 now kpown as the Provinoial Parade
Ground, The Engiish were urst on the ground
and beld the town. It was along walt which the

t0:d us io his cantering verss of the midnighs
ride of Paul Revere that-

1t wa4 one by the village clock

When be gailoped into Lexingion.
And the poet added, with sometulog of poetio
license, 1t must be coniessed, toat—

It was two by the village clock,
Wuen he came to the bridge in Concord town.
He heard the bieaiing of the Noek
And the twitter of virds among e trees,
And folt toe breath of the moruing breezs
Blowing over the meadows browa.

It Paul Revere nad resched Concord at all thas
plahit he would have como Lo the towa Lefure he
got to the bridge; bnt the truth 18 that bhe was
eaptured at Lexington, and the rest of his sell-
tmposed daty was performed by Sumuel Prescott,
a young doctor belonging to Concord, who carried

being across the street It has not the ridge beding |

south and west. Here the maln street intersecta ‘
1

Frederic Huason, whose “History of Journallsm |

Under tne trees at the torn of (he road,
And only pausing to fire and load,

UNOBANGING CONCORD.

Few battle scenes have undergons so0 few
changed. In twelve years the marks of the groat
struggle ot Gettysburg nove been more oluiters
ated than the tleld of Conecourd fgos in o hundred.
But Concord 15 siow to change 10 any respecr, It
cliugs as tenaciousiy to 118 old enstolns a8 to e
old memories, So sirikingly is this scs Hlussrated
shat 1o walmont a Purtian village o-day. Tru=,
the Irish have come heire a8 Lhey cone every whers
where they are necdad—i*ut 1o do the larmwaork,
which Jonn Hancock, as & Loy, woula hardly have
delgned to rejuse, sud Bridzet todo the cooking
aud baking, io which Dorotby Quincy wos se
adept; nod they have buliv their snug lotle Cathe
olie enurel, surmounted with the symbol #0 burt
Jul to the Puritan consclence, right i the heart of
the village, So also the po2t could slug with trotk

| ol Emeérson, who i3 the great bigh priess of Con

cord pinlosophby to-day, 88 lid grandiather wa
the cmel judge and arbjter of Concord theology §
hundred years ago, that

"8 refreshing to old-fashioned people UKe Mo

To mees such & primitive pagan as e,

In wnose mind all crestion 18 dnly respected

As parts ol himseli—just o livle projected,

Lut, i spite of 1t Cutholie chureh aud i
Unitarian Jdeparture from old-fasbloned Fresby.
terianlem pnd 18 pagan phudusophy, doneord
still, as 1 sald before, ulmost & FPuritan r1own, and
in prooi of it 1 submic the 1ollewing carluus docu.
ment, which 1 encountercd everywhore (o my
rambies over the village :—

COMMONW EALTH
— O
MASSACHUBETTS.
MIDDLESEX, 83, 'l'0 cituer 0! the Constables of thd
Town vl Concord,
GUEETING t—

You ave nereby suthorized and directed to notify

and waro the gualiten voters of the
FIRSI PARISH LN CONUDED,

In said County of Middlesex, 1o mect ul the Vestry
of tne Meeting Honse of said Firss Puavisy,

on MOXDAY, e 1200 day of April tust.,
At seven atid vne-Ball o'clock 1o b eveulug, then
and there to sel and vure uoon toe fodowing
articles, to wit:—

18t—10 choosd¢ o Moderator,

od—To near aod wct upou the report of the
Parigh Comuwmltiee.

3d—To hear and act upon the report of the
Trustees of the Congregatioonl Miscerial Fund,

dta—1v caoose il Parish Oticers fur chie ensuing
yeur,

sth—To see if the Parish will dmpense with the
Evumuu servive aulnuy the symmer maonna,

Uthi—l'o ruise mouey for ail Parochial purposes
fur the ensuing year.

Tth—To see 1 tue Partah will fix apy time for
the Payment ol Taxed, or uct a aby way o regard
o the sawe.

Amd you ure hareby directed to serve this war
ramn. by posting coples tnereol, by you atrested,
10 at least tare® pubile plages iu sald town, one
ol whnicn shull be ot the door oi the Mesting House
eignt days and ineluding two sutduys belore sald
1200 day ol April, and W nave this warrant, wichk
| your duings tneréon, at sald wecting,

Witness our Dends tols thurd day of Aprll, ¥
the year of oor Lord one thousand gight huudre
ond ssventy-tive.

JUHN BROWN,
HENRY F. smiTH,
GEURGE P, HOW,

A true copy: Attest,

The Cooasiable attasts this with his own hand
and poblisies it, and all the wembsrs of the Firs
church ure as much bound by it us the people of
New York are bound by the action of the Tax Coms
missioners or whatever body It Is that has
authority to assess them, 0 that it will be secn
that ia Copcord religlon 18 stiil o matter of the
Sinte of which the minions of tne law bave oflicin)
cognizance. Only one or tWo parisies Lesides
probably only Quincy—stiil retains tals relic of
PFuritanism; but It 18, I think, conclusive proof
that Concord is unchanging Concord,

TUE TOWN LIBRARY OF CONCORD,

But If Concord ls slower than most placesin
gome respects It 18 also rascer than al other towns
fu others. It has, fur instance, the best town
fibrary in the United States; the most unique, the
bandsomest and the airiest bullding; the bess
selection of books and the largest number and
best sel of readers. Tbe buliding s the gl of
Willism Munroe, who was & Bosion mergaant resis
dent in the town. He planned and bulle it at
| his own expense, and ieft & suMeient fund Lo pre-
| wemt It from ever going to decay, snod ihen did
not even ask or t thas it should be
by his name. Mr. Muoros's bust has been piaced
o sho lbrary aparcment, just in front of the
alcove devoted to *Concord authors™ and this
\s the only evidence of his muuificence to be
seen anywhers about the buiiding, The Concord
aleove concalns the writlugs of Emerson, Haw.
| tnorne, Tooreau, ibe Alcotts, father and asughter)
| Mr, Jane Austin, and others of scarcely less note
| than some of these. Among tbe eurlosities of tal
| alcove 1s a volume of sermons pieached In Conr
| cord more thuo 239 years ago. The sitle of tols
| book 14 as follows:—

| THE QOSPEL COVENANT: OR, THE COVENANT 03
GRACE OPENED—
| wherein are explajned
1. The difféerence between the covenant of graee
and coveuant of works.
| 4 Toe aigerent adminlstrailon ol the covenand
| belore and since COriat.

8, The beuefts annd blessings of i

4. Tue condition.

5. Toe properties of 1%

Preacoed in Concord, in New Englana, by Peter
Bulkeley, someilme follow of Johu's Colledge, 10
Cambrulae.
| Puslisned according toorder.

Lomdun, printea by M. 8. for Benjamin Alle
| and are to be sold aé the Crouoe, in Popes-
| Alley, 1648

| This old book waa plcked up In London by Mr
| George F. Hoar, member of Congress from Wop
| cester, and by bim it was preseated to the lbrary
| of his native town two years ago. la such o town,
with such & lbrary and such associations and
such great men, it I8 DO wonder we should be
told—

Yonder, calm a8 & cload, Alcott sialks in & aream,
And faficies himseir 1o thy groves, Academs,
With Luo Purtbenon nign and the ulive boes o'el

him,
And mever a fact to perplex him or bore him,
With a soug room at Plato’'s whoen nignas nomes tq

walk t
And people g-'om morning til midnight to talk to.

The inbaoliants are a4 remsrkable as the towa
ftself; but it woald take a voluma to tell even balf
of what 1 Koow abous them.

CONCORD CELEDRATIONS IN THE PAST.

As Concord fight began ihe American Revoims
tion, so Concord town has boen celebrating 1t
ever mince. In 1825, fifty years alter the condiot at
North Dridge, the corner stone of & MODUMENs
was laid in the centre ol the village to commegs
orate the event. Edward Everett, then in ibe
freatiness and splondor ol lus powers 4s an Orator,
delivered the oratlon—ous of the greatest edor:a
of hu life. Jn 1858 the modest monument oo the
site of the Brivish position was erected, and it was
for that occasion Ralpn Waido Emerson wrote the
splencid hymn uow &0 oiten quoted. In 1860 there
was & general celebration at Copcord of all Lee

Parish
Committae,

the néws of the afray on the green to bis towos-
man. Buc this is bistory, and we have oaly to do |
with the parade ground, whers the provincials |
marched down from the contiguous siopes to
pattie for their covntry. It a beautilul sput by
pators, and capable of every adornment which
art con bestow. The lazy stream coreeps ldiy by,
and on Its banks, where they iell ihat day, sleep
the two Dritish soldiers, the frst of the enemy 1o
fall 1n the struggle lor American Indepeudence.
A stone wall, extending Irom the river to the
higaway, has oeen Dullt over their grave, sod & |
rude stuoe, rudely carved, tells toe place of
their sepuiture. Near by I3 the vouva wablet
rased In 1830 to commemorate the deed,
And across ioe stream, now a8 Lhen spaoned Ly &
simple bridge, 18 the Apot where the “‘embatiled |
farmers’ «tood and Davis. and Hosmer fell. Toe
pew statoe of the “minute man” leaving bis |
plough tuined in the furrow, bat bearing his
trusty rifle with bim, has been erccted here;and
here, In sight of the hills irom which the provin-
cials fied two and two to the musie of the **White
Cockade," it will be noveiled on Monduy, The
scone has changed butlittieln a nandred yeurs, and
the spirit whien antmatad the American psople then |
atill survives to find expression on tois spol, Tue
hills ana flelds are stili the sauwe, & lew jences
more and & few slones less being the only changes
wrought by time in the arena of the Concord fight,
A# | stood on tos bistorle ground ihis moruing,
the eariy sunabine bathing the nLly with e and
lgtt, and recalled alli thas had ever been \poid me
of toat giorious day, toe woole scene seemed to
reawaken 1o my lmagiaation, and | couid almoss
#ee Lhe astoulsied grenadiers surn and flee by the
rold ey Lud come, wnile
—~—_(he farmess ga¥e them ball for ball

From beniud euci fence and barnysrd wally
ghnno Lfw redcoats aown the l?&n
“en the Neida to omerge

towns, Lexington participating. On this occanidh
Robert Rautoul, Jr., of Beveriy, was the orator,
and Everett was present and made ooe of the
siter-dinner speeches. Ioius Cnoale was alse
among the yuesis, und respoaded to the Loast ol
“Lexingion Common aod Concord North Bridee, "
closiug with his Jsmous sentiment of “American
Natlwoallty.” UOn the plattorm were Jonathan
Harrington, of Lexingtos, aged niuety-iwo, and
Amos Baker, of Lincoln, of the age of minety-iour.
vota participanta to the eveuts of that grana 19th
of Aprii. Baker was io the Oght at the bridge, and
Harrington the flier ol the LeXingtotl company.
Botn now sieep with their comrades wno had gone

i before, aod thare are fow even of tne chlidren ol

these grand old patriots left o participate in the
centennial of thele glory. When the next ceuten
nial sunlversary of o “Joneord Aghi” s reached,
nune of those wno now celebrate 1ts first century

| of vlessings will be alive L0 commemorate the sec

ond ; but Who can doabt that out of these patriotle
festivities, ana thoss which are to follow Im the
next eight years, liverty wiil take & new birth and
our grandohiidren and great-grandcbildren re
ceive through us the gilv which came {rom our
grandiatners and great-grandfatners, It 19 a cons
summation most devoutly to ve wished, and wae
can omuy pray that the exclamation of Bamudl
Adams, when be Uleard the guns at Lexington,
“This I8 & glorions moraiog "' may prove as sroly
prophetie in the juture a8 they have proved io the
past.

DR. STORRS' LECTURE.

Isisn sioguiar thing that the older Powers of
Europe Wil baroly acknowieoge tne existence of
A0 AmMSTICAR Datlon. They sueer at what s
termed our new-laogled unliOomiltys=iay LLBS
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